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This ACCENT ACTIVITIES book is a Pronunciation Supplement to the Speaking: Text, 
designed especially for high intermediate to advanced non-native speakers of English as 

a second language that want to increase the clarity of their accents.  
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In working to improve their accents, the first goal of most speakers of English is 
comprehensibility. Like native speakers, non-natives want to be able to express themselves so 
that people of all language backgrounds can listen for meaning—without becoming frustrated 
by the difficulty of deciphering a speaker’s pronunciation. A second goal is clarity— being able 
to talk clearly enough for listeners to understand easily (without effort) and therefore to relax 

and concentrate on communication. Still another purpose is to “polish” their accents so they can 
convey not only information but also thoughts and feelings precisely, efficiently, and effectively.  
Some speakers even wish to acquire a variety of accents for specific situations—perhaps for 
higher education, for work or business, and/or for acting. The pronunciation instruction and 
practice offered in Accent Activities can provide a good start toward any or all of these goals.    
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Because it is designed for high intermediate to advanced speakers of English (as a second 
language), this ACCENT ACTIVITIES book begins with and concentrates on pronunciation  

features that are larger than the individual sounds of the language—mostly stress, rhythm, and 
intonation. That is because it is these characteristics that contribute most to the 

comprehensibility and clarity of a language learner’s speech, as well as his or her ability to 
communicate intended meaning. Along with the “muscularity” of the pronunciation of the vowel 
and consonant sounds, these are the elements that comprise “accent”—whether it is natural 
(learned as a child) or acquired. To achieve or improve the effectiveness of their own chosen 
ways of talking, learners need to (1) understand the variables of accent, (2) practice the  

features that influence meaning in “controlled exercises” that provide pronunciation models and  
suggested answers, and (3) apply effective speech habits to communication in real life.  


